
 

 

 

Swedish-American Historical Society Spring Tour  

HISTORIC SITES IN SWEDISH MINNESOTA 
April 21 and 22, 2017 

 

Minnesota was settled by thousands of Swedish immigrants beginning in the 1850s and 
extending into the early twentieth century. In addition to the well-settled Minneapolis and St. 
Paul urban neighborhoods, the beautiful area of the St. Croix River Valley, which forms the 
boundary between Minnesota and Wisconsin, was one of the many sites appealing to early 
settlers. The communities of Stillwater and Marine on St. Croix, along with the so-called “slum” 
of Swede Hollow on the east side of St. Paul and the American Swedish Institute in 
Minneapolis, will be the foci of our weekend. 
 
We have reserved a block of rooms at the Comfort Inn and Suites hotel in Stillwater (nearby 
Oak Park Heights), a half-hour east of the Twin Cities, for the nights of Thursday, April 20, and 
Friday, April 21. If attendees wish to lengthen their stay, they should make arrangements 
directly with the hotel. See the tear-off registration information. There are also B&Bs in the 
charming center of Stillwater, where the Minnesota Territory was established in 1849, as well as 
the historic Lowell Inn, for those who may wish to make their own lodging arrangements 
elsewhere. 
 
We will be car-pooling throughout the day, and would appreciate hearing from registrants about 
any transportation needs. Those staying at the hotel will depart together, while others will 
converge at Swede Hollow. 
 
Details of the tour are as follows. 
 

 On Friday morning, from 9:30 to 11:30, we will visit historic Swede Hollow (Svenska 
Dalen) in St. Paul, an area settled by poor, aspiring Swedes in the late nineteenth 
century and later by other immigrants, Italians and Mexicans, living as squatters in 
numerous crude shacks along Phalen Creek. Author Ola Larsmo’s new novel, which has 
gained much critical attention, follows a Swedish family in their ups and downs in Swede 
Hollow. The novel, entitled Swede Hollow and already in multiple printings in Sweden, is 
being adapted as a play and will be performed this fall at the Swedish National Theatre 
in Stockholm. Moreover, in January Larsmo won the prestigious critic’s prize of Dagens 
Nyheter. It is anticipated that an English-language edition will appear next year. 

 
Dr. David Lanegran, retired professor of geography at Macalaster College and the 
leading authority on Swede Hollow and Twin City neighborhood history, will introduce us 
to the story of the early Swedish settlers who followed their dream for a better life in the 
United States. We will gather first at the historic First Lutheran Church (463 Maria Ave.) 
on Dayton’s Bluff, with a media presentation and discussion, followed by a walking tour 
of the Hollow just below the church and the site of the old Hamm’s Brewery. 

 

 Our noon lunch will be at the American Swedish Institute, located in the beautifully 
renovated Turnblad Mansion built by Swan Turnblad, early publisher of the largest 
Swedish newspaper in the United States. The mansion has been home to the American 
Swedish Institute since 1929, and now includes the award-winning Nelson Cultural 
Center. We will have a delightful catered Swedish meal. The afternoon program will 
feature a tour and media presentation by Dr. Byron Nordstrom—former longtime editor 
of the Society’s quarterly publication and retired history professor at Gustavus Adolphus 
College—on Turnblad, his newspaper, and the mansion’s history. We will also receive a 



 

 

 
current report on the digitization project of Swedish-American periodicals, now online 
through the library of the Minnesota Historical Society. 
 

 Heading back to Stillwater (and the hotel for those staying there) by mid-afternoon, we 
will be on our own for dinner. There are many excellent choices in the area, and a list will 
be provided. 

 

 Our evening event will take place at 7:00 in the historic Village Hall at Marine on St. 
Croix, the oldest in the state, twelve miles north of Stillwater. Marine was the first non-
military white settlement in Minnesota, established in 1839, and is where the first small 
group of Swedish immigrants settled in 1850. Following the Indian Treaties of 1837 with 
the Dakota and the Ojibwe, which ceded to the U.S. government all the lands east of the 
Mississippi River, the vast old-growth white pine of the St. Croix Valley attracted settlers 
and logging entrepreneurs. A group of New Englanders from Marine, Illinois, established 
the first mill and industrial enterprise in what would later become the State of Minnesota 
in 1858. The early homes, historic general store and village hall, all reflect a New 
England ethos and style. When Swedes began pouring into the area, as well as nearby 
Chisago County (famous as “Moberg Country”) in the 1850s, the character of village life 
in Marine also changed visibly. 
 
Klas Bergman will be our featured speaker. He is a Swedish-American journalist who 
was born in Sweden, educated in the United States, and worked as a correspondent for 
major Swedish newspapers since the early 1980s. His important new book, 
Scandinavians in the State House: How Nordic Immigrants Shaped Minnesota Politics 
(Minnesota Historical Society Press), tells the story of Nordic immigrant influence in 
politics and culture, which arguably is unique to Minnesota. His talk will be followed by a 
conversation with Dag Blanck of Uppsala University and Steven Schier of Carleton 
College. The evening event is co-sponsored by our Society, the Marine Community 
Library, the Minnesota Historical Society, the American Swedish Institute, and 
Gammelgården Museum. It is free and open to the public. 

 
 
 
Please join us for an interesting and informative weekend with other Society members! 
 
         


